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Analysis of attitude of nursing students towards death and hospice care ( School of Nursing, Huazhong
University of Science and Technology, Wuhan 430030, China)

LI Meng-qi, WANG Bing-xin, ZHANG Jun-yan, DING Ying, ZHANG Chun-jin, SHAO Bing
Abstract: Objective To analyze the attitude of nursing students towards death and hospice care for improving
nursing education. Methods A questionnaire survey on the attitude towards death and hospice care was made
in 519 undergraduate nursing students and junior college nursing students in Huazhong University of Science and
Technology in September 2013. The questionnaire included 5 themes and 13 items. Five-point of Likert Scale
was used for scoring. Results All the nursing students had positive attitude towards death and palliative care,
but they failed to meet the needs of palliative care in the aspects of psychology, knowledge and skills. There
were significant differences in the attitude towards death and palliative care among nursing students with different
gender, education and family background (P <0.01). Whether having attended the course related to palliative
care and clinical nursing practice did make a significant difference (P <0.01) in understanding palliative care,
but it did not make a significant difference in the attitude towards death and palliative care. Conclusion The
present education on death and palliative care should be improved to develop the knowledge, skills and psycho-
logical quality of nursing students. Meanwhile, the influence of gender, education and family background should
be considered.
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